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Oil in Iran



Mecca

Madinah
Riyadh

Istanbul

Ottoman Empire

Taif

Jeddah

Ha’il

Karbala

Iran

Egypt

Nejd

Rub al 
Khali

‘Asir

Iran

William D’Arcy, founder of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company 



D’Arcy builds a desert pipeline to Abadan…
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…and a refinery at Abadan protected by troops from British India. 



Oil in Saudi Arabia
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1933, King Saud awards his oil concessions to U.S. companies



Dammam No. 7, the first commercial oil well in Saudi Arabia



ARAMCO
(The Arabian-American Oil Company)



World War II
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Mustafa Kemel Attaturk, President of Turkey, Reza Shah Pahlavi, Shah of Iran, and Abdulaziz
ibn Saud, King of Saudi Arabia, all declare their countries neutral during World War II.
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Abdul Aziz ibn Saudi and FDR aboard the USS Quincy



Trans-Arabian Pipeline (Tapline) from Dammam to Sidon, Lebanon
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Iranian Prime Minister Dr. Mohammad Mosaddeq
Nationalizes the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company



Overthrow of PM Mosaddeq and the Iranian Parliament, August 19, 1953



Abdulaziz al Saud died November 9, 1953.



The Problems with Wealth
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Najran, Saudi Arabia
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King Saud bin Abdulaziz al Saud



Nasser and Egypt



Colonel Gamal Abdul Nasser and General Mohammad Naquib
lead the Free Officer’s Movement in Egypt in 1952



Prince Talal bin Abdulaziz al Saud,
heads the Free Princes Movement in Saudi Arabia



Yemen
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Yemeni Royalist rebels set up a heavy 
machine gun above a hideout cave

Yemeni Royalist forces attempt to repel an 
Egyptian armored attack.



Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser and 
Crown Prince Faisal bin Abdulaziz al Saud.



Prince Abdullah bin Abdulaziz.  
Progressive, tolerant, pragmatic.  
Not aligned with family factions.

Prince Talal bin Abdulaziz. Liberal leader 
of the “Free Princes Movement” 
reconciles with Crown Prince Faisal.



King Faisal



King Faisal bin Abdulaziz al Saud





Crown Prince Khaled bin Abdulaziz.  
Religious, congenial, stable, honest.  

King Faisal bin Abdulaziz al Saud



The Six-Day War
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1967, Israel attacks Egypt, Jordan and Syria, 
captures Gaza, Sinai, West Bank and Golan Heights.
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Israeli troops enter the Old City of Jerusalem, June 7, 1967



Islamic Resurgence



Defeat in the 1967 war, among other things, 
spurred the Islamic Resurgence of the 1970s



Anwar Sadat, third President of Egypt



Territory held by Israel after the 1967 Six Day War



October 6, 1973, Egyptian surprise attack across the Suez Canal,
Syrian tanks attack the Golan Heights



King Faisal of Saudi Arabia
Imposed the Arab oil embargo on October 14, 1973.





November 13, 1973, U.S. Congress approved the Trans-Alaska oil pipeline



King Faisal bin Abdulaziz al Saud



King Faisal’s assassin, Prince Faisal bin Musaid bin Abdulaziz al Saud



Deera Square in Riyadh, where public executions are carried out.
(aka al-Safaa (Justice) Square and “Chop Chop” Square.)



King Kahlid bin Abdulaziz al Saud
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