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Geography



Greater Middle East
aka MENA—Middle East and North Africa
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Geopolitical neighborhood
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Arabian Geology
(Oil Resources)



















African plate Arabian plate

Red Sea Persian Gulf

Eurasian plate

Red Sea: Averages 1,600 feet deep.
Persian Gulf: Averages 164 feet deep.
Arabian mountains: 7,000 feet.
Iranian Zagros mountains: 14,000 feet.  
Saudi oil fields:  4,000 to 7,000 feet deep.
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The East African Rift



Early inhabitants



2.5 million year Pleistocene Glacial Age ended about 
12,000 years ago (10,000 BC).



The Last Glacial Period hit its maximum about 20,000 
years ago.



The Ice Epoch (30,000 BC - 13,000 BC).
Note: the Arabian Gulf is dry.



The Ice Epoch (30,000 BC - 13,000 BC)



Expansion after the Ice Epoch (13,000 BC)

Amalekites



Arab migration and expansion (12,000 BC – 1,000 AD)

Hittites



The Gulf 
Neighborhood





6000-4000 BC, fishing communities 
established along the Gulf
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Petroglyphs scratched into the dark 
patina on ancient rocks.  Saudi Arabia 
(left) and southern Utah (right).  Both 
estimated at about 8,000 years ago.



3800-2200 BC, Dilmun Civilization, Magan Civilization, 
Melukha Civilization, City-State of Ur founded.

Nejd

Hadhramaut

Anatolia

Egypt

Iran

Rub al 
Khali

Ur

Semites

Melukha
(Indus Valley)

.

.
.Muscat



Mesopotamia, Dilmun, Magan, Melukha trade routes, 2000 BC.



Museum replica of Magan Civilization merchant ship.





Burial mounds of Dilmun 
people, Bahrain, ca. 1700 BC.





1700 BC. Rulers of Babylon control the trade system that 
now extends from Egypt to the Indus Valley.
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1200-500 BC, War, climate change and other factors kill the 
trade system.  Dilmun Civilization, Magan Civilization, 

Melukha Civilization, City-State of Ur all collapse.

Nejd

Hadhramaut

Anatolia

Egypt

Iran

Rub al 
Khali

.Muscat

Dhofar
.

Aden.

Mecca

Yathrib.
.

Babylon.

.Dilmun



Nejd

Hadhramaut

Anatolia

Egypt

Iran

Rub al 
Khali

.Muscat

Dhofar
.

Aden.

Mecca

Madina.
.

Babylon

.Dilmun

Terraced farms, Manakha, North Yemen

.



The Empires



The Assyrian Empire, 934 – 609 BC

.Dilmun



The Babylonian Empire, 626 – 539 BC
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The Persian Empire of Cyrus the Great, 540 BC – 330 BC

Dilmun



The Greek Empire of Alexander The Great, 336 BC
Greek becomes the language of the educated elite.
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The Roman Empire, 117 AD



The Red Sea 
Neighborhood



Romans shift shipping out of the Gulf and into the 
Red Sea. 
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Mecca was founded around the 1st Century BC, or 
earlier, by the Jurhum tribe moving north from Yemen 
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400s AD, Quraysh tribe promotes annual pilgrimages 
to the city by Arab tribes.
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Early 500s AD.  Without Byzantine protection shipping 
on the Red Sea becomes dangerous. 
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