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How Israel Works



The Knesset in session

Reuven Rivlin,
President

Benjamin Netanyahu,
Prime Minister

The Supreme Court



PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY
ÅElected President (Head of State).

ÅElected Parliament (Knesset).

ÅCitizens vote for party lists, with percentage 

thresholds.

ÅPrime Minister selected by the President (Head of 

Government).

ÅCabinet assembled by the Prime Minister from 

multiple parties, to form a coalition.

ÅFailure to maintain a majority in the Knesset results 

in a new coalition and/or new elections.



Israeli Politics





Late 1800s ς1940s, Ashkenazi Jewish immigration





Ultra-Orthodox get special status as 
religious students and leaders.
Exempt from military service.
Given stipends to pursue religious 
studies.









Late 1940s ς1980s, Mizrahi Jewish immigration







1990s ς2000s, Russian Jewish immigration






